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Mike joined Rolls-Royce in Derby in 1965 as a Laboratory Apprentice 

and trained as a metallurgist at Derby College of Technology and 

Sheffield Polytechnic. After completing his apprenticeship he specialised 

in high temperature materials and developed the Company’s first single 

crystal Superalloys for turbine blades. He became Head of Materials for 

the Company in the early 1990s and subsequent roles included R&D 

Director, Project Director Trent 700 and RB211, VP Seattle Operations 

and Director of Engineering Systems and Services. 

 

Since retiring in 2010 Mike has consulted for Rolls-Royce and the 

Energy Technology Institute and spent several years as Managing 

Director of the European Bioenergy Research Institute at Aston 

University. Mike has also been very active in the Royal Aeronautical 

Society and has been a Council member for many years. 

 

Mike is married to Paula and they have two grown up children, two 

grandchildren and three Flat Coated Retrievers. Mike’s main hobby is 

designing, building and flying model aeroplanes. He also enjoys listening 

to music both live and through his constantly evolving HiFi system. 
 


